
Parent Council Meeting Minutes May 9 2017 
 
In attendance 
Joan Stephenson 
Cara 
Cathy 
Lena 
Anne 
Giselle 
Susan 
Connie 
Dana 
Melanie 
Erin 
 
Start time 7:05pm 
 
Principals Report 
 
-Enrolment is at 376 
 
-School day now has 230 parents registered. A question was asked if items must be 
paid on line?    Debit card was tried but it didn’t work. Cash may still be sent in. 
 
-Insurance is also available on the school day website. 
 
-EQAO Grade 3 May 23,24,25 Grade 6 May 29,30,31 
 
-New playground equipment for Kindergarten should be done by May 10 the Jk’s 
will be allowed this year however next year only the Sk will be allowed on it. 
Giselle asked if the Kindergarten gate can be fixed, Mrs Stephenson replied, yes. 
 
-Graduation, June 27 no mass, liturgy of the word at St James in Colgan followed 
by ceremony at FX followed by a dance with pick up at 10pm. 
Question was asked “ How many guests can we bring?” Mrs Stephenson said we 
need to be mindful of fire code, so 3 or 4 max. 
 
-Dana asked about promotion of Pedicure for Graduating girls at Divine Balance 
could she send out a flyer? Mrs Stephenson said that as per the Board she would 
not be allowed to hand that out unless it was approved by the Board, she will get 



the name of the person Dana may contact to find out. If it is not approved the 
information could be spread on facebook or through word of mouth. 
 
-Mrs Stephenson would like to have parent council nominations on September 26 
2017 as the vote needs to happen within 30 school days of the start of school. 
Forms are available on the website or in the office. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Nicole has stepped down. Connie took over responsibility. Opening balance 
$12,607.42 approx $13,000 remaining in balance. Approx $8000 still to come out 
for hot lunch. 
Also the money that was spent for the spring fling fundraiser prizes. This will be 
paid back with ticket sales. 
 
Melanie asked if all the money there has to be spent? Susan replied Spring Fling 
money should all be used as per the licenses. She does like to keep a small balance 
in there so that the new council has money to start up. $3000 set aside for classes 
to each receive $150.  
 
Chair Update 
 
Career day was a success, We have until May 15 to apply for pro grant. 
Susan asked if we had got anywhere with buddy benches? No answer 
Tottenham community week fun run will healthy schools encourage through 
healthy schools initiative? Yes Cathy was going to ask if that could be done. 
 The walk goes through Tottenham conservation area, non competitive can run or 
walk it. 
 
EWTE 
 
$1500 reaming for the remainder of the year approx 8 weeks we use $100-200 a 
week 
 ( no muffins) EQAO snacks as well. 
We could also do a community fun day, bagels or something.  
Will there be money for play day? Yes. 
 We also like to keep $200 for start up in September. 
Lori asked a question through email “ Will there be a hot lunch survey done?” 
Lena replied yes. 
 



Religious Gifts 
 
Cara will order bibles for grade 4 parent council pays for them. Approx cost of 
bibles is $600 @ $15/bible x40 students. Council is ok with that cost. 
Mrs Monardo went to Father Nick for prayer cards and pins for grades 2, 6 & 8 
Is the prayer card for grade 8 a waste of money? Last year the grade 8’s threw 
them out right in front of Cara and Mrs Monardo. 
Is there are more appropriate gift for the grade 8? 
Maybe there is something for the same value in the catalogue. 
Bibles are how much? Cara will look into last years cost. Cathy asked when are the 
gifts needed by? Susan replied mid- end of June. They usually go to the chapel to 
give the gifts. Mrs Stephenson will do inventory to see if we still have pins.  
Cathy can come Friday to get any leftover pins. 
 
Approx cost of all religious gifts is $1200 
 
Graduation Donation 
 
Grad group is requesting money for grads, council always gives $500, this goes to 
adding their names on awards and decorations. Mrs Stephenson will follow up with 
Mrs Ramby to see what they need money for maybe we can get an itemized list. 
Dana asked if we could give more $ Council approved $500, and after we see a list 
of what is needed we may pay more. 
 
Healthy Schools  
 
Certificate program final information submitted. Should receive what level we 
received soon. 
 ( Bronze, silver or gold) Hoping to have that by May 25 for family fun night 5:30-
7:30. Parents come with their children to play. A few teachers will be there to 
monitor stations such as; volleyball, basketball, track, dance the zumba instructor 
fell through Cathy called the town to get another instructor but there are none. Erin 
knows a dancercise instructor Shaye that she will ask. 
Giselle said Ms Laquerre teaches dance maybe she could. Cathy doesn’t want to 
serve dinner there but maybe snacks. Water, apples, granola bars,  Can parent 
council pay for this? Susan said yes it can all be purchased at Foodland under our 
account. Any food not used can go into the snack bins. Cathy will do a form with a 
return portion to get an idea of how many will be attending. 
There has also been the walking challenge the grade 3’s seem to be the most 
engaged in this. Cara had an idea her mom used to do for each lap a child would be 



given a popsicle stick that is coloured to show how many laps they have done. The 
walking challenge ends the end of May. 
 
Spring Fling 
 
Spring fling tickets went out Monday. Only out until may 24. Prizes are wonderful! 
Mrs Stephenson sent out remind app of all the prizes. Last year we only sold 54% 
of tickets. We are aiming for 75% this year.  
We have the potential to make $20,000, if we sell all our tickets. Anne has all the 
extra tickets. 1 book per students, if parents want to get more tickets they can get 
some from Anne, we don’t want to hand books to the students in case the parents 
don’t know about it and the tickets are lost. We need to have all tickets returned 
sold or unsold. 
 
Holy Family numbers are down they made only about $6,000 
St Paul’s made around $15,000 they have a larger student population though. 
 
Mrs Stephenson will rally the teachers to promote the sales. 
 
Sugar tones may do a pop up show at the spring fling, outside front door on the 
lawn around 6pm. 
$500 allocated for entertainment. 
Will contact STA art department for face painters. 
 
Cara grade 8 parent on council for 12 years we thank her for all her years of 
service. 
 
Meeting end time 8pm.  


